
Decade: Project for Future Alternatives invites artists to reimagine the use of the gallery space and the possible directions of 
artist run practice. Building on our recent collaborative projects with local, national and international artist run spaces, which 
considered the provocation that ‘small acts of resistance can create change’ – this project is focused on the future imaginings of 
artist run activity in the context of Boxcopy’s ten year celebrations. From April - June 2017, artists will be in residence each month 
at Boxcopy: Joseph Breikers (April), Erika Scott and Archie Moore (May) and Simone Hine (June).

Boxcopy was formed in 2007 by seven art school graduates – Joseph Breikers, Channon Goodwin, Anita Holtsclaw, Daniel 
McKewen, Raymonde Rajkowsky, Marianne Templeton and Tim Woodward, initially operating from the basement (formerly 
Joe’s studio) of a Queenslander house in New Farm. Now, ten years later, Joe has taken over the current Boxcopy gallery as his  
working space over the month of April.

Boxcopy: Joe, you were one of our co-founders in 2007, and your basement studio under a Queenslander house in New 
Farm became our first gallery space. This ten year anniversary provides a pivotal point to consider our past and future: what  
observations have you made about ARIs over the last decade? What challenges and possibilities do you envisage for future 
artist run activity?

I think there used to be definite ARI cycle in Brisbane. There would be a period during which a number of ARI’s would be  
operating at once, followed by a kind of hibernation. Maybe with global warming, the winters aren’t so bad anymore, and now we 
seem to be witnessing a continuing ARI presence in Brisbane. 

I can imagine that ‘money’ and ‘space’ will always be a challenge for artist run activity. Having said that, they can be (and  
often are) a catalyst for some really great projects (Accidentally Annie Street Space, Inbetween Spaces, Cut Thumb Laundry,  
Boxcopy) [laughter]. 

Boxcopy: The Project for Future Alternatives invites artists to reimagine the use of our gallery space on Petrie Terrace in  
Brisbane and over this last month, you have reframed it as studio working space. How have you found working in the space and 
how did it shape your work for this project? 

I don’t always have a dedicated studio space, so being able to use the Boxcopy gallery as a studio was a great opportunity. 
Having a formal working space helps me focus, and being conscious of it’s duel role as studio and gallery had an interesting 
affect on the way I approached this project.

Boxcopy: For your event at the conclusion of this residency, No Joke/ End Times: A Listening Party we encounter ghostly forms 
in the gallery space and a listening track foretelling the end of the world. The work brings together multiple strands, narratives 
from different historical periods and genres - how have you twisted (and untwisted) these? 

It began with the playlist and heavy metal’s obsession with the melodrama of The Great Themes, particularly the apocalypse. 
The playlist has a sense of urgency for me because of the current political climate, and this kind of historical amnesia which 
seems in vogue at the moment. Then I started to draw in these other sources from film and literature which, for me, related to 
these ideas of repetition and doom, but also humour. 

Boxcopy: What comes after the end?
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